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SUBJECT: NONG KHAI-THA DEUA BORDER POINT CLOSED 

1 . EMBOFF CHAMBERLIN TELEPHONED EMBASSY, AT 1000 HOURS 
LOCAL TIME AUGUST 31, FROM NONG KHAI, THAILAND, TO REPORT 
THAT THE BORDER CROSSING POINT AT NONG KHAI-THA DEUA HAS 
BEEN CLOSED. 

2. ACCORDING TO REPORT, NONG KHAI GOVERNOR EXPLAINED TO 
EMBOFF AND OTHER VIENTIANE DIPLOMATS STRANDED IN NONG 
KHAI THAT 69 REFUGEES (MOSTLY CHINESE) ARRIVED IN NONG 
KHAI ON AUGUST 30 HAVING "BOUGHT THEIR WAY OUT OF LAOS." 

THE THAI HAVE DEMANDED THAT THE LAO ACCEPT THE 69 
PEOPLE BACK INTO LAOS AND HAVE TOLD THE LAO THAT THE 
BORDER WILL REMAIN CLOSED UNTIL THE LAO AGREE TO ACCEPT 
THEM BACK. 
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3. THE NONG KHAI GOVERNOR TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE HAD BEEN 
IN COMMUNICATION WITH THAI MFA ON THIS MATTER EVENING 
OF AUGUST 30. 

4. EMBOFF CHAMBERLIN SAID THAT PRESS REPORTS BEING SENT 
TO BANGKOK FROM NONG KHAI CONTEND THAT REFUGEES BUY 
THEIR WAY OUT OF LAOS WITH FOREIGN CURRENCY WHICH IS 
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THEN USED BY THE LAO GOVERNMENT TO FINANCE CPT OPERA- 
TIONS IN THAILAND. 

5. NONG KHAI GOVERNOR URGED VIENTIANE BASED DIPLOMATS 
TO CONTACT THEIR EMBASSIES TO ENCOURAGE THE LAO GOVENR- 
MENT TO SEND A SPECIAL BOAT TO PICK UP STRANDED 
DIPLOMATS. 

6. COMMENT: IT SEEMS FROM THE FOREGOING THAT THE 
GOVERNOR OF NONG KHAI, WHETHER OR NOT THAT IS HIS 
INTENTION, IS ACTING IN A MANNER TO EMBROIL MEMBERS OF 
THE VIENTIANE DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN A BILATERAL THAI/LAO 
DISPUTE, AS THE LPDR TRIED IN DECEMBER 1975. IT WOULD 
ALSO APPEAR THAT HE IS IN EFFECT HINDERING THEIR 
PASSAGE THROUGH THAI TERRITORY IN A MANNER CONTRARY TO 
ARTICLE 40 OF THE VIENNA CONVENTION. THERE WOULD 
FURTHER SEEM TO BE A HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM HERE INVOLVING 
THE 69 REFUGEES. 

7. THAI EMBASSY VIENTIANE TELLS US THAT: 

A. THAI HAVE CLOSED ONLY NONG KHAI. 

B. THAI EMBASSY TRYING TO ARRANGE WITH LPDR 
FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR SPECIAL BOAT TO RETURN STRANDED 
DIPLOMATS FROM NONG KHAI TO LAO SIDE OF RIVER TODAY. 
CORCORAN 
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